
2020 Annual General Meeting
September 28, 2021



Meeting Agenda: 

1. Welcome & opening remarks:
General housekeeping

2. Business arising:
Acceptance of meeting minutes
2020 ED Report
Financial Committee Report 
Presentation & slate of Board of Directors

3. Adjournment



Vision: Improved quality of life for scleroderma patients and 
their families through education, support, research and increased 
public awareness. 

Mission: The Scleroderma Society of Ontario is committed to 
promoting increased public awareness, advancing patient 
wellness and supporting research in scleroderma.

Pillars: 
1. Patient Engagement 
2. Research 
3. Awareness



Gifts of Hope

• The Estate of Jean Herman (2020), $88,000 – Legacy 
• Sheila Bonapace (November 2020), $5,000 – Research 
• Wayne Abbott (June 2020), $10,000 – Walks
• Thom Worron (June 2020), $5,000 – Walks
• Alice Brown (December 2020), $5,000 – Memorial 



The SSO continues to work closely with 
SPIN’s Scleroderma Support group 
Leader Education (SPIN-SSLED) Program.

To date, 6 support group leaders have 
successfully completed the SPIN-SSLED 
training. 



The SSO was honored to receive funding in the amount 
of $277,100 over 3 years, for patient support in the 
London area. 

This program includes a monthly, virtual patient support 
group that aims to support patients living in isolated 
communities. 

Each meeting requires the completion of a pre-meeting 
and post-meeting survey, managed by the SSO and 
submitted directly to the Ontario Trillium Foundation. 

This program is expected to continue through 2021, 
becoming managed by a SPIN accredited, patient 
support group leader. 



2020 Fundraising Events

Thanks to our members, friends and loyal supporters, the Scleroderma Society of 
Ontario was able to raise funds in excess of $200,000 in 2020, with some of the 

following events and activities…



The SSO was proud to be a part of SC’s virtual June Awareness campaign in 
2020. Here are some of the highlights from this year’s event as we learned to 
adapt in difficult times, raising much needed funds for scleroderma:

• Donations increased by 24% despite not hosting large group walks 
• Participants leveraged their social media platforms like never before

• The SSO once again received unwavering support from The Sauvé & Civiero 
Families, matching all walks, up to $25,000 each 

• These donations played a critical role in the success of the virtual event during 
such an uncertain time





12th Annual Hamilton 
Golf Tournament

• 104 Participants played a 
distance game with no shotgun 
start 

• Golfers were provided with lunch 
after their game but there was no 
social gathering

• Tittle Sponsors included: Turkstra
Lumber, MultiCare Group, Empire 
Paving, Tim Hortons & The Hoey
Group

• More than $15,000 raised



We were able to showcase 15 best-in-class speakers 
sharing updates on research, initiatives, tools, 
guidelines, practices, and support networks, in Canada. 

The SSO is proud to have been able to continue to 
bring this educational event to our members in uncertain 
times and we  are grateful for the opportunity to raise 
much needed funds for both the SSO and SC. 

Please visit Scleroderma Canada’s YouTube channel for 
speaker sessions and conference highlights.

The SSO was honored to virtually host 155 guests at the 19th Bi-Annual National 
Scleroderma Conference this year. 



“To be able to be a part of this year’s conference is wonderful, 
as I would not have attended if it were not for technology.”

“It is inspiring to know that there are people who are so 
concerned and involved with scleroderma research and 
treatment.”

“Loved and appreciated the personal testimony of patient’s 
journeys. Sometimes I feel so alone but I have so many “brothers 
and sisters” on this journey. I leave this conference as I did in 
Calgary (which was my first time attending) supported, 
encouraged and motivated. Thank you so much to everyone.”

“This webinar was so well done. The best I have ever 
participated in. Thank you!”



Patient Education Forums 2020

We were grateful to once again secure funding from Boehringer-
Ingelheim to assist with the planning and execution of Hamilton’s 
6th Annual Patient Education Forum.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the HSG and the SSO hosted this 
event virtually to maintain the safety of more than 85 
participants. We heard from 6 individual speakers from 
McMaster University, along with an open discussion panel in which 
patients could inquire about COVID-19 as it relates to their 
scleroderma.

Many thanks to B.I. and the HSG for their ongoing support to 
bring this valuable content to our members. 



2020 Virtual Legislative 
Meetings

Queens Park



The SSO used funds secured through SC, from Boehringer Ingelheim to coordinate an extremely 
successful week of virtual advocacy meetings. 

With the assistance of Temple Scott Associates, we were able to schedule over 20 meetings with 
MMP’s and staff.

We had the distinct privilege to secure a 30-minute meeting with Minister of Health, Christine 
Elliott, Minister of Infrastructure, Laurie Scott & The Attorney General, David Downey to discuss 
what government can do to help with drug approvals for our patients. 



The SSO was honored to fund more than $100,000 to the following projects in 2020:

・Dr. Brett Thombs, SPIN, Jewish General Hospital – General Research: $25,000

・SPIN, Jewish General Hospital – SSLED Program: $16,666.67

・Dr. Fei Geng, McMaster University – Targeting platelet-neutrophil axis: $15,000.00

§ St. Josephs Health Care London - $35,300.00

§ Dr. Maggie larche – St. Joseph’s Health Care Hamilton $10,000.00

RESEARCH, 2020



Scleroderma Society of Ontario 

Financial Statements
For the year ended December 31, 2020



























Presentation & announcement of new slate for 
Board of Directors, 2021



Marc DiRosa, President
David Sauvé, Vice President
Karen Nielsen, Past President
Jennifer Botehlo, Director
Steve Kulakowsky, Director
Silvia Petrozza, Director
Jason St. Croix, Director
Denise Vallee, Director
Rebecca Wissenz, Director
Jason Worron, Director

2020-2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS



www.sclerodermaontario.ca

@SclerodermaSSO

@SclerodermaSSO

Thank you for your ongoing support!


